[Video-assisted thoracic surgery for the resection of pulmonary metastases].
We report the use of video-assisted thoracic surgery (VATS) as a treatment or pulmonary metastases. Between July 1994 and March 2002, 75 patients were treated for metastatic lung tumor by VATS. These patients included 45 males and 30 females with an average age of 60.6 years. Their primary diseases were Colon cancer (38), renal cell carcinoma (12), breast cancer (6), seminoma (3), thyroid carcinoma (3), parotid cancer (2), pharyngeal cancer (2) and the others (9). Tumor size ranged from 6 to 62 mm in diameter. A preoperative high resolution spiral computed tomography (CT) scan was used to locate the nodule in all patients. Ten recurrence cases were performed re-resection by VATS approach with an average period was 22 month. We conclude that VATS is a good candidate for the resection of lung metastases in the selected cases.